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Security conditions have deteriorated in 1
parts of Irag because of opposition terror-

1st activities and the shelling of civilian I
areas in the south by Iranian forces. ’




IRAQ: SECURITY CONDITIONS DETERIORATE (U)

Security conditions have deteriorated in parts of
Iragq because of opposition terrorist activities and the
shelling of civilian areas in the south by Iranian forces.
The usually effective lraqi security apparatus should,
however, be able to prevent dissident activities from be-
coming a serious threat to the stability of the Baathist

regime.

Dissident operations have increased this spring, and
opposition groups may be planning a suige of activity
this summer in hope of undermining the government's stand-

ing among war-weary Iragis. |
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A variety of Kurdish.groups continue to operate in
the north, but their effectiveness is limited by personal,
tribal, and political quarreling. Many areas outside
the cities and towns in Kurdistan, however, are not safe

after dark for government forces. /
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